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handsome, happily married, keenly interested in the arts and in
science, he was now lured across the Atlantic—to his doom.
His authority never extended much further than the range of
the rifles of the French garrison; and that garrison was so
hampered by the guerrilla tactics of the republicans under
Juarez that it had to be repeatedly reinforced. The tragic out-
come of the enterprise will be seen later. Meanwhile it gained
Napoleon a bad name as a wild and unprincipled schemer;
and for five years it was a perpetual drain on his reserves of men
and money.
This preoccupation hampered him, moreover, in two suc-
cessive crises that arose in Europe. The first was the polish
insurrection of 1863 (§ 137). His position forced him to do
something for the insurgents; for nationalism was always an
essential article of his creed, and the Poles (being Catholics and
republicans) had the support of both the opposing factions in
the French nation. Britain and Austria also wanted to check
the Czar; but they could not agree with each other or with
France upon the joint action which alone would have been
effective. So Napoleon sent a strongly worded Note protesting
at the Czar's failure to give Poland the separate constitution
promised by his predecessor at the Congress of Vienna—an
odd line for the man who had spent his life trying to undo the
effects of that Congress! Gortschakoff, the Russian foreign
minister, took advantage of Bismarck's offer of support to re-
fuse all discussion of the Polish question with France—it was
a purely domestic affair of the Czar's, he said.
Then came the affair of the Danish Duchies (§ 138). By this
time (1865) Napoleon was so deeply involved in his Mexican
adventure that he did not dare do more than put forward mild
proposals ; but Bismarck's contemptuous disregard of them was
sufficiently humiliating.
§ 145. " the roman question."—Another perplexing prob-
lem was his relations with the new Kingdom of Italy. Having
offended all good Catholics by helping to bring it into existence,

